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Partnerships In Action

“Dedication” by Ben Edwards      
“Freedom Day” by Natasha Martin        
“Martin Luther King, Jr.” by Sierra Motley 

Schools were closed on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (MLK Day), but learning and
engagement did not stop. Prince Edward County Public Schools (PECPS) collaborated with
the Longwood Center for the Visual Arts and the Office of Multicultural Affairs, the Moton
Museum, and the Virginia Children’s Book Festival to host the MLK Family Workshop.  The
event was open and free to the entire community.  Not only was it gratifying to see so many
of our families tour the Moton Museum and create beautiful pieces of art, but it was also
inspiring to have our children engage with such positive energy. 
 
The Prince Edward County High School (PECHS) was actively involved in many of the
activities.  The PECHS art department, led by Ms. Carley Fetty, hosted a mural painting
station where families were invited to help create a community mural.  This hands-on station
was very popular and we eagerly await the finished product.  Further, the PECHS English
department, led by Ms. Rachel Overstreet, sponsored a poetry contest.  Original poems
relating to Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King were judged by the Moton Museum staff and a
local author, Ms. Rita Odom Moseley. Our winners were: ·    
 

 
Again, it was an honor to collaborate with our 
educational partners to provide our community 
with this opportunity and kudos to our
artists and authors.

 
 

Dr. Barbara A Johnson
Division Superintendent 



"We may
encounter many
defeats but we
must not be
defeated."

Maya Angelou

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Plans to celebrate Black
History Month are well
underway at the elementary
school. 
 
Grades K-4 will visit the
Moton Museum.
 
Teachers will read stories
by or about African
Americans to their students
throughout the month.  
 
Teachers will be decorating
their doors or bulletin
boards using a suggested
list of African American
Stories as a reference
tool.  
 
 
 
 

On February, 21, 2020.  Each
grade level will wear colored
shirts to create an African flag.
 
There will be assemblies for
each grade level on
February 27, 2020 that will
include the following:  a
student-led play, poetry
reading, a reading of Martin’s
Big Words as well as other
appropriate elements. 
 
 
 
 
 

Student readers will share
facts about famous
African Americans relevant to
the themes of the week on the
morning announcements each
day in February. 
 
It will be a great month of
celebrating and honoring
African Americans.
 
 
 



"It isn't where you come
from; it's where you're
going that counts."

National Teacher of the Year,
Rodney Robinson to speak to
8th graders
 
There will be a joint assembly in the
high school auditorium for those in
grades 8 and 11 at 8:30 am on
Tuesday, February 25, 2020, featuring
Mr. Rodney Robinson (National
Teacher of the Year).
 
 

Family Events at the Middle
School
 
Make sure to watch social media,
check your email and look for flyers to
come home with middle school
students this spring. There are many
family events on the horizon.
We are gearing up for family
breakfasts, attendance events, a
health and wellness event and so
much more!  We cannot wait to see all
families in our schools!
 
 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Ella Fitzgerald

The Family Engagement

 Centers are open: 

Tuesdays 

@Elementary School 

8-10AM & 3-7PM

Thursdays 

@Middle School 

8-10AM & 3-7PM



Dr. Maurice Smith, assistant principal at the middle school, wrote a book! We are super

excited and proud of him. The book entitled, Uncle Charles and Me, will release in February.

Dr. Maurice Smith is passionate about the positive development of youth.  With more than

three decades of molding the minds, hearts, and athleticism of our youth, Dr. Smith has

dedicated his life's work to children. 

With degrees in education, leadership, 

and sports management, Dr. Smith has served 

as a teacher, a professor, a scout master, 

a soccer coach from youth level to Division I, 

and is the founder of "Young Gentlemen for 

Life", an after school mentoring program.  

However, his most beloved role is being

the proud and dedicated father to three 

extraordinary young men -  Myles, Christian, 

and Noah.  Dr. Smith lives a peaceful, active 

life, and enjoys his three to five mile jogs 

through out the beautiful landscapes of Virginia.

 

You will get to meet Smith and hear him read 

his children's book at our upcoming "Readers 

Are Leaders" event at the elementary school on 

February 20th from 6-8PM.  Save the Date!

“If there’s a book that you
want to read, but it hasn’t
been written yet, then you
must write it.”

Toni Morrison | African American Novelist



Eagles Make Hip Hop in Children’s Literature Music Video
Students in Mary Jane Cook's English classes wrote, filmed, and performed during
the Virginia Children's Book Festival in October.  They created a rap based on the
novel Let Me Hear a Rhyme by Tiffany Jackson, which they read in preparation for
this year's festival. Over the course of two days the students met with lyricists such
as Lady of Rage and Malik-16, as well as a film crew out of Los Angeles. The world
premiere of the video was shown at the recent MLK Free Family Workshop hosted
in partnership with the Moton Museum and the Longwood Center of Visual Arts. 
 You can now see the video on https://vimeo.com/373039231
"I cannot begin to describe how awesome it is or how incredibly proud I
am of my students.  The video speaks for itself." stated Mary Jane Cook
 

Band Students Shine Under the Direction of Crouch
Local students were recommended by their director to participate in an ensemble
that consisted of the top performers of multiple local counties. Named the
Longwood Honors Band, students are tested on their playing ability and then
placed in the appropriate chair placements. Prince Edward, once again, dominated
the majority of chairs: 3rd Chair Flute, Norma Uriarte | 1st Chair Clarinet, Abigail
Swanson | 5th Chair Clarinet, Rebekah Godfrey | 1st Chair Alto Sax, Hannah
Roldan | 1st Chair Trumpet, Jordan McDougald | 1st Chair Baritone, Benedict
Edwards | 1st Chair Tuba, Ronny Carricato III |  Snare, Percussion, Gabriel Dudley.
 
In addition, students auditioned to participate in the 2020 All-District Band
comprised of only the top scoring students from our entire district. All PECHS
students who were accepted were selected to be in the TOP performing ensemble
for the event and are all ranked within the top 10 performers of their instrument in
the entire district. Three of these students earned an All-State Band audition.
Earning a spot in that ensemble is the highest honor a high school band student
can achieve. Auditions will take place at JMU on February 22, 2020. Historically,
PE has only taken 1-2 students. This year, 3 students have earned an audition:
Hannah Roldan, Abigail Swanson, and Jordan McDougald. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HIGHSCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL



ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
This year the elementary
team has included STEAM
into their resource
schedule. This schedule
means that all elementary
students have a period of
STEAM activities once
every two weeks. As part of
this new resource, teacher,
Ms. April Clay has been
hired to teach the STEAM
blocks. So far in this block,
students have created
turkey traps for
Thanksgiving, their holiday
activity was to draw a
diagram of a gingerbread
house and then create the
gingerbread house the
students drew.  In this
holiday activity, students
needed to include at least
five different shapes.
 
 

MIDDLE
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
The science department at
the middle school is on fire.
In fifth grade, our students
were able to do a lesson on
circuits and were able to
complete a hands-on
activity with circuits.
Students were given a
variety of items and created
a working electrical circuit
with the items. The buzz
around the middle school
currently is the upcoming
science fair. Students
should have brought home
a paper with more
information on the science
fair last week. If you have
not seen this paper, please
speak to your student about
this paper. This year the
science fair will include all
grades. The middle school
is also in the planning
stages of an innovation
STEAM night, so be on the
lookout for that information
in the coming weeks.

HIGH
SCHOOL STEAM
SPOTLIGHTS
In December, Coach
Dwayne Bates, led the
Eagle Bots, the high school
robotics team, to their first
two competitions. This year
has been a year of growth
and experience for our
team. Our robotics team is
made up of students from
fifth to tenth grade. Mr. Tate
predicts a very bright future
for the Eagle Bots.
 

STEM

 

Sean Tate | PECPS STEAM



GIFTED & TALENTED

 
 

Governor's School Field Trip
High School students interested in learning more about educational opportunities at
the Governor's School participated in a field trip to Southside Virginia Community
College in November.  Students toured the campus, met with teachers, and
participated in fun and innovative activities.  The application deadline for Governor’s
School is fast approaching!  Submit all applications to Mr. Feathers by January
31.  

 
Gifted Advisory Meeting
In January, the second Gifted Advisory Meeting was held.  Parents in attendance
discussed upcoming assessment information, talent development, and future plans for
gifted education.  
 

Gifted Happenings at the Elementary School | Talent Development
Talent Development has begun at the elementary school. First graders participate in a
curriculum intended to expose students to critical thinking, divergent thinking, and
problem solving skills. Students also gain exposure to analogies in preparation of
future gifted assessments.  Typically the lessons are centered around a text. Pictured
above is gifted teacher Mrs. Gaffney with Mrs. Edwards’ class reading Ish by Peter
Reynolds.
           

Gifted Power Up
Gifted students in grades 2-4 continue to participate in a variety of activities including
problem solving and STEM.  They most recently used fractured fairy tales to learn a
problem solving framework. Stay tuned in the future as they use that framework to
solve self-selected problems in their lives and community.      Katie Gaffney | TAG

TALENTED AND GIFTED


